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Inchin aceastd carte celor ce s-au jertfit
pentru luminarea omului, apropiindu-[

de Dumnezeu

Cetatile sufletulu
The Citadels of the Soul

Randurile ce urmeazi nu pretind a fi o analizi stiin-
tifici, un studiu istoric privind ministirile basarabene, ci
sunt mai curdnd o invitatie la o cilitorie In timp si in
spatiu, pentru a pasi pe urmele celor care au 1niltat ade-
vdrate cetdti ale sufletului, punind pietre de temelie ale
culturii nationale, ale devenirii noastre.

Imaginile cuprinse in acest album, redind cele 43 de
mandstiri $i schituri basarabene, sunt o chemare la dru-
metie, fie doar cu inima si cu sufletul (daci nu ati avut
posibilitatea de a le vizita), pentru a le cunoaste si a le ad-
mira, pentru a aprecia rivna si stridania mesterilor care
le-au izvodit, care le-au ridicat si le-au ocrotit sau le-au
reiniltat din nefiingi.

Domnitorii Alexandru cel Bun, Stefan cel Mare si
Sfant, Petru Rares, Vasile Lupu, Alexandru Lipusneanu
au lasat vesniciei opere de mare valoare artistici. Ei ne-au
convins, prin fapte de miretie, ci acolo unde omul pune
mana, pune si Dumnezeu mila. Au ctitorit tara, au cuce-
rit dragostea si sprijinul celor mulgi, au adunat poporul in
biserica mare a sufletului.

Neamul ne-a fost addnc pitruns dintotdeauna de cre-
dinta in lisus Hristos, de sentimentul religios care i-a ghi-
dat comportamentul si modul de trai. In teritoriile dintre

Prut si Nistru pot fi descoperite urme de existent3 a cresti-

The following lines do not pretend to be a scientific
analysis or a historical study on the Bessarabian monas-
teries; they are rather an invitation to a journey in time and
space, following into the steps of those who built real
citadels of the soul, setting the cornerstones of the national
culture and of our spiritual evolution.

The images in this album, representing forty-three
Bessarabian convents and monasteries, urge everybody to
set off on a sacred journey, be it only in heart and soul (in
case one has not had the chance to visit the places in per-
son) in order to see and admire these special monuments,
to appreciate the hard work and devotion of the builders, of
the ones who created and protected them or who recreated
them from ashes.

Alexander the Good, Stephen the Great, Petru Rares,
Vasile Lupu, and Alexandru Lapusneanu left behind cre-
ations of great value for the posterity. They convinced us,

through their great deeds, that a well known popular saying



nismului incd din primele secole ale mileniului I. Dupa
scrierile Sfintilor Pirinti, insusi Sf. Apostol Andrei, primul
chemat de Iisus Hristos, a predicat Evanghelia 1n acest
spatiu, si dacd popoarele invecinate au trecut la crestinism
din interese politice, economice sau fiind fortate, crestina-
rea noastri s-a infiptuit mai degrab3 ca un proces benevol
de constiinti ce a decurs in strinsi legdturi cu insisi for-
marea poporului romén, unul din primele popoare cresti-
ne din Europa. Deja in anul 1401 Patriarhia din Constan-
tinopol numeste primul mitropolit al Tarii Moldovei pe
Tosif Musat cu radicini de neam domnesc.

In locuri mai ferite, in desisul codrilor, odinioari de
nepitruns — cetatea naturali a Moldovei — pe malurile
stincoase ale batrAnului Nistru si ale Riutului au fost
construite schituri si ministiri, initial concepute ca loc
de reculegere si rugiciune. Pe timpuri de restriste ele
serveau si ca zid de apidrare, unde se ascundeau cilugirii
si credinciosii. Aceste locasuri nu intotdeauna au fost
ridicate de mari mesteri, cu scoald si renume. De multe
ori arta constructiei si impodobirii bisericilor era practi-
cati, mai mult intuitiv, de sitenii simpli. Poate de aceea
multe locasuri sfinte din vechime nu au o pisanie care sd
pistreze numele autorilor. E evident insid dorul lor de
absolut, idealul si cucernicia lor intipdrite in muri

is true: where the man sets his hands, God also brings his
mercy. They helped the country grow, they won the love
and support of the masses and gathered people in the great
church of the soul.

Our people have always been faithful to our Lord, Jesus
Christ, their religious feelings have always been a guide to
their behaviour and customs. Traces of Christian life dating
as far back as the first centuries of the first millennium were
discovered in the territories between the Prut and Dniester
rivers.

According to the writings of the Holy Fathers, the
Apostle St. Andrew himself, the first Apostle to be called by
Jesus Christ, preached the Gospels in these territories. If the
neighbouring peoples became Christian out of political and
economic interests or because they were forced to, we were
Christianized from the very beginning, during a voluntary
process, thus becoming one of the first Christian peoples in
Europe. In 1401, the Patriarch of Constantinopolis appoint
ed Tosif Musat, of royal descent, as the first Metropolitan of

Moldova.
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In more remote places, in the thicket of the forests,
sometimes unreachable — the natural citadel of Moldova —
on the rocky shores of the old Dniester and Riut, convents
and monasteries were built, initially conceived as places of
prayer and peace. During hard times, they also served as
defensive walls, where monks‘and believers could hide.
These monasteries were not necessarily built by well known
masters, pertaining to famous schools. Most of the time, the
art of building and decorating the churches was practised
by simple villagers in an intuitive manner. Maybe this is the
reason for which many of the old holy places have no char-
ter to preserve the name of their creators. However, their
quest for the absolute, their ideals and faithfulness,
inscribed in the old walls, their feelings carved in stone,
their thirst for the infinite expressed by the frescoes and
icons, continue to fascinate us now.

During the rare peaceful times, given to them by God,
our ancestors were admiring the stars in the sky and then
they were painting them on the vaults of the holy places,
bending their knees beneath them and praying for their
sons killed by sword for their faith and the country. They
were praying for peace and understanding, for their chil-
dren to work the ground with the plough and make the

daily bread. Some were becoming artisans, creating harmo-



strivechi, sentimentul lor sipat in piatrd, setea lor de
nemirginire topitd in porfirul frescelor, in vraja icoanelor
care fascineazi g1 astizi.

In rigazul de pace hirizit de Dumnezeu, strimosii
nostri admirau stelele de pe cer, apoi le treceau pe boltile
locasurilor sfinte sub care isi plecau genunchii intru po-
menirea feciorilor cizuti de sabie pentru credinti si tara.
Se rugau pentru pace si buni invoiali, ca urmasii lor s3 ti-
ni plugul in brazdi, sd creascd painea cea de toate zilele.
Unii deveneau creatori de frumos, izvodind in sudoarea
fruntii turle §i clopotnite armonioase, adevirate bijuterii
arhitectonice, asezate in locuri inalte si vizute de departe;
altii se jertfeau pentru Dumnezeu, pentru cultura ¢irii,
impodobind cu milostivenie si dirnicie altare si catape-
tesme cu icoane si odoare de pret. In aceste locasuri sfinte
cilugirii 11 Invitau carte pe feciorii de tirani, ajutindu-le
sd patrundi Intelesurile tdinuite ale Sfintei Scripturi.

Istoria a pus de mai multe ori la grea incercare acest
pdmant: conform Tratatului de Pace de la Bucuresti, la 16
mai 1812, Rusia taristd a anexat teritoriile dintre Prut si
Nistru, ripind astfel Basarabia de la sinul Moldovei.

Doar peste un an, in 1813, Sinodul rus din Peters-
burg infiinteazd Eparhia Chisin3ului si a Hotinului in
frunte cu mitropolitul Gavriil Binulescu-Bodoni. Apoi

nious steeples and belfries, real architectural jewels, placed

in high places to be seen from afar. Others were sacrificing
their lives to God, for the culture of the country, charitably
and generously adorning altars and iconostases with icons
and precious objects. In these holy places, the monks were
teaching the peasants’ sons, helping them to grasp the

secret meanings of the Holy Scripture.



au urmat decenii de deznationalizare, de rusificare fortati
a populatiei prin scoali si biserica.

Totodata a avut de suferit cultura si arta. Noile bise-
rici si mandstiri, precum si cele reconstruite, cipitau, in
cel mai bun caz, o haini arhitecturali hibridi, ruso-mol-
doveneascd, predominant riminand totusi stilul rusesc.
Proiectele de constructie a edificiilor de cult se aprobau in
capitala imperiului, la Petersburg. In cele mai bogate cti-
torii se instalau multi cdlugiri rusi si ucraineni, care ocu-
pau posturile principale de conducere. A inceput activ re-
organizarea bisericilor si a ministirilor dupi stilul rusesc.
Fenomenul s-a resimtit mai ales dupi stingerea din viata
a mitropolitului G. Binulescu-Bodoni, cind scaunul
principal de pi3storie a revenit celor 12 vlidici de neam
strdin: Dimitrie Sulima, Irinarh Popov, Pavel Lebedey,
Serafim Ciciagov s.a.

In 1873 Basarabiei i s-a dat statut de gubernie a Im-
periului Rus. Arhiepiscopul Pavel Lebedev a interzis ofi-
cial limba bistinasilor in scoli si biserici. Preotii care nu
oficiau serviciul divin in limba rusi erau prigoniti. In cel
mai bun caz, in unele ministiri slujba era mixti, adici in
doui limbi. A fost Inchisd tipografia infiintati la Chisindu
de G. Binulescu-Bodoni, unde se imprimau cirtile de
cult necesare bisericilor si minastirilor. Tipiriturile in

History tried hard this land an endless number of
times. On May 16, 1812, according to the Bucharest Peace
Treaty, Czarist Russia annexed the territories between the
Prut and Dniester, taking away Bessarabia from Moldova.

After only a year, in 1813, the Russian Synod from
Petersburg created the Eparchy of Chisindu and Hotin,
with the Metropolitan Gavriil Binulescu-Bodoni appointed
as head. Then followed decades of de-nationalization and
of forced Russification through school and church.

At the same time, culture and art suffered. The new
churches and monasteries as well as the reconstructed ones
were receiving, in the best case, a hybrid architectural form,
a Russian-Moldovan one, the Russian style remaining, nev-
ertheless, dominant. The building projects for places of

worship were sanctioned in St. Petersburg, the capital of the



